SAIIER Annual Report – Project
Reporting period: 2017-18
This form is for reporting on a Project (in contrast to a SAIIER Sub-unit) which was supported by SAIIER over the last financial year.  Please use as much space as you need for the report.

Please submit this report to SAIIER by May 14, 2018.  For any questions or clarifications, please send an email to saiier@auroville.org.in.
1. Title of project: Independent Learning 
2. Project holder: Guy, for the TLC co-or team.
3. Report writer: Maya, for the TLC co-or team.
4. Introduction:
Independent/Integral Learning (IL) is central to the education program being developed in TLC. For an independent/Integral learning we see the environment as playing an important role. Funding for this project was requested in order to enrich the environment with materials and resources for learning, for all ages (6-15), in language, mathematics, science as well as in other areas. 

5. Description of project:
The project has been carried out by several of the facilitators, with focus on different areas. The work has been ongoing during the year. The integral learning environment has been enriched with cupboards full of inviting materials and books. The children have had the opportunity to deepen their study skills, as well as their capacity to plan and reflect on their work.  There are now more materials to attract their interest and facilitate their learning. When working with the principle of education nothing can be taught, the materials that are made available for the child is extremely important. As we work with children of different ages and levels, materials have to be available to meet each individual need. An example could be a child wanting to learn about clouds. The material suitable for a six-year-old, ten-year-old or fourteen-year-old will be very different. When building up the integral learning environment this is one of the goals: to enable the children to find answers to their questions with materials suitable for their level. 
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Many children wish to follow explorations into topics that are of close interest to them. Working from the near to the far, facilitators help to guide the children’s interests into rich, multidisciplinary explorations. These interests can be sparked from any topic, and can serve as a bridge for the children between the different learning spaces in Basecamp and beyond. To find what sparks in a child, a close communication between facilitators and parents is very helpful. 

[image: image4.jpg])

’ W\\\@:\&

1N
n— ® |

=2 )

. ¥ .rww)uwa/./

e O

/ L
e 4 ¢ i S

i

~—



[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]



Exercises and study of arithmetic, geometry, algebra and their relationships develop the mathematical mind. Concrete explorations link the understanding of the details that form a part of the whole. Montessori materials form a base for these explorations, offering the children their own Aha! moments discovering the magic of mathematics, working from the concrete experience towards an abstract understanding. Foundation skills form the base to enable further deepening. The work with developing this area for the older children has been a focus this year. 
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6. Outcomes:
An enriched environment with more materials for children of different ages. 
7. Reflections:
What was most meaningful about this project?
The most meaningful aspect of this project was to be able to offer more easily available materials to the children. When a child has an interest in a specific area, there is a starting point. Before, facilitators have had to take time to find materials, either on the internet or at the Auroville library. Now there is ofen something to offer the children right away. 

 What was challenging and what was learned?

The challenging part of this work has been the need to make so many materials. But through a close collaboration between facilitators, it has been possible. 
8. Conclusion:
This project has been an amazing start to this work in TLC, and has also shown us the direction in which to focus for next year. We will be developing a new space to house integral learning in the areas science/history/geography/mathematics and geometry, to place more focus and deepen in the work on these areas. The need for this has come from the children, who are asking to work more with these areas. Next year we will be working to bring this to life as a new integral learning environment in base camp.

9. Links and attachments:
